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Bonnie Gardner, left, of Morristown and Markie Burke of Bernardsville are two of the Impact 100 Garden State board members. 

 

Kudos to  Impact 100 Garden State, now in its fourth year, for raising an astounding $244,000 

to be awarded to three non-profits later this year. 

http://www.impact100gardenstate.org/


This is truly an amazing and unique organization in our area, and not just for the astounding 

depth of its generosity but for the altruistic collegiality of that generosity. 

The Impact 100 concept calls for each woman – yes, this is a woman’s-only philanthropy – to 

donate $1,000; five task forces made up of Impact 100 donors then vet the applications from 

non-profits operating in Somerset, Morris, Passaic and Sussex counties in five service areas – 

arts and culture, children and families, education, the environment, health and wellness 

education – and pick a finalist for each category. 

Those finalists then make a brief presentation to all the donors – 244 this year- gathered at one 

specific meeting and the voting immediately follows. This year, two organizations will receive a 

truly transformative grant amount of $100,000 and one will receive a grant of $44,000. A 

simple majority vote rules. There is no paid staff; the full $1,000 goes to the chosen non-profit. 

The organization operates under the aegis of the Community Foundation of New Jersey. 

A key goal of the organization is to encourage nonprofits to develop innovative programs that 

address unmet needs and under-served populations in the four-county area. 

To date the four year-old organization is on track to give out nearly three-quarters of a million 

dollars in grants to help veterans, “at-risk” young people, the homeless, the elderly and the 

hungry. 

The amount of donors, read grants, has grown exponentially over the years – $135,000 the first 

year, $185,000 in year two, $204,000 last year and $244,000 to be given away this year at the 

presentation meeting on Wednesday , Nov. 2 at the Olde Mill Inn in Bernards Township. 

Applications are due to be submitted online by 5 p.m., Wednesday, May 25. 

The generosity of this area’s women is phenomenal, of course, but it is the concept’s pure 

unselfishness that makes it astoundingly philanthropic. 

http://cfnj.org/


Not only are people donating $1,000, they are donating $1,000 to an organization that may not 

even be first on their list but is rather the consensus choice of the entire group of what will 

serve the greater good. 

The project was the creation of a number of local women, including long-time civic leaders Sally 

Epstein and Bonnie Gardner, both of Morristown, as well as by Carole Rogers of Morristown, 

whose brainchild it was, Virginia Moriarty, of Harding, Kathy Teti and Elisabeth MacDonald, of 

Mendham, the current president, and Cathy Vinnicombe of Bernardsville. 

When Impact 100 Garden State was being formed four years ago, its founders traveled and 

talked to organizers for other Impact 100 organizations of which there are about 30 around the 

country. One group from Pennsylvania, after learning our group was from New Jersey, 

suggested well maybe we should lower expectations and not expect to reach the $100,000 

threshold. Such an arrogant remark seems silly now, four years and total of $768,000 in grant 

money later. 

Our hats are off to Impact 100 Garden State for creating a truly unique and hands-on civic force 

that has truly enhanced the quality of life we have come to expect and enjoy in this area. 
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